
History Matters: The Importance of Due 
Process of Law  
 
Due process of law, as defined by the Fifth Amendment of the American 
Constitution, refers to the constitutional guarantee that the government must 
follow fair, established procedures before depriving a person of life, liberty, or 
property. It safeguards individuals against arbitrary or abusive government 
action in criminal, civil, and administrative proceedings. 
 
The Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects individuals against 
self-incrimination, double jeopardy, and deprivation of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law. It also ensures just compensation when private 
property is taken for public use (known as eminent domain). 

The Founding Fathers, influenced by Enlightenment thinkers, such as John 
Locke, believed due process was an important part of ending the rule of 
arbitrary rulers and monarchs. They saw due process as essential to limiting 
tyranny, a core inspiration behind the American Revolution. 

The Founding Fathers were wary of standing police and military forces due to 
historical examples of such forces being used to suppress liberty and oppress 
citizens. They believed a standing army could become a tool of tyranny, 
separate from the populace and loyal only to its leaders rather than the 
government. America later moved to local police forces but continued limiting 
federal law enforcement to roles that do not directly interact with the public. 

 

How is a Person Defined in the United States of America  

Both the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments use the word “person,” not 
“citizen.” Supreme Court precedent affirms that due process rights extend to 
non-citizens, including undocumented immigrants, when under U.S. 
jurisdiction. The Court has ruled that Fourteenth Amendment rights extend to 



non-citizens because these provisions apply universally to all persons within 
U.S. territorial jurisdiction. 

Due process requires fair procedures: notice, a hearing, an opportunity to 
present a defense, and access to legal representation. It applies to all legal 
contexts, including criminal trials, student discipline, termination of benefits, 
immigration proceedings, and licensing disputes. 

Due process prevents arbitrary, biased, or unaccountable decisions by 
ensuring individuals have a fair chance to defend their rights. It’s a 
constitutional safeguard (5th and 14th Amendments) that ensures 
governmental power is exercised responsibly. 

 

The Frontline of Law Enforcement and Due Process of the 
Law  

The frontline of law enforcement—and therefore due process—is the local or 
state police officer. The police uniform is a visible symbol of law enforcement 
and authority. Uniforms matter because it is the role, not the individual, that 
carries the authority to interact with citizens. A standard, recognizable 
uniform—without a mask covering the face—helps officers be easily 
identified as sources of assistance and authority within the community. 

Transparency and accountability are crucial for building trust between law 
enforcement and the communities they serve. Clear communication is 
especially important when officers must provide instructions or de-escalate 
tense situations. The ability to readily identify officers on duty is essential for 
accountability and oversight. 

The traditional, unmasked police uniform is designed to maximize visibility, 
promote trust, and ensure clear communication with the public.  

Take time to explore the official webpages of your local law enforcement 
agencies. 

 



Links for Local Law Enforcement 
 
Carroll County Sheriffs Office  
 
Westminster Police Department 
 
Hampstead Police Department 
 
Sykesville Police Department   
 
Mount Airy Police Department 
 
Taneytown Police Department   
 
Maryland State Police - Westminster - Barrack G 
 
Baltimore County Police Department 
   
 
  
 
 
 

https://carrollcc-my.sharepoint.com/Users/katherinefanning-black/Desktop/SISSL%202025%20Summer/Carroll%20County%20Sheriffs%20Office
https://carrollcc-my.sharepoint.com/Users/katherinefanning-black/Desktop/SISSL%202025%20Summer/Westminster%20Police%20Department
https://carrollcc-my.sharepoint.com/Users/katherinefanning-black/Desktop/SISSL%202025%20Summer/Hampstead%20Police%20Department
https://carrollcc-my.sharepoint.com/Users/katherinefanning-black/Desktop/SISSL%202025%20Summer/Sykesville%20Police%20Department
https://carrollcc-my.sharepoint.com/Users/katherinefanning-black/Desktop/SISSL%202025%20Summer/Mount%20Airy%20Police%20Department
https://carrollcc-my.sharepoint.com/Users/katherinefanning-black/Desktop/SISSL%202025%20Summer/Taneytown%20Police%20Department
https://carrollcc-my.sharepoint.com/Users/katherinefanning-black/Desktop/SISSL%202025%20Summer/Maryland%20State%20Police%20-%20Westminster%20-%20Barrack%20G
https://carrollcc-my.sharepoint.com/Users/katherinefanning-black/Desktop/SISSL%202025%20Summer/Baltimore%20County%20Police%20Department

